
NSSE 2008 Student Comments

Class Additional Comments
1 The atmosphere or feeling here at the institution is that of a lesser education.
1 Go Dixie!
1 Go Rebels!!!
1 I'm highly satisfied with the level of education I am receiving at Dixie State College.  I have only had around two or three 

disappointing experiences with faculty and staff.  Two of which were based on the ignorance of staff members.  I feel that faculty 
here are well qualified in their areas of teaching, but there can be improvements made with new faculty members and their 
understanding of fairness in grading.  I would say the greatest downfall would be among the staff members (advisement center, 
etc) not being informed well enough of the courses available.

1 My high school experience did not prepare me for what I was faced with in college.  For the first month and a half I had to work 
full time, and got behind from the beginning.  It has been a very bad experience, and will have to be put on hold for a couple of 
years.

1 I think there should be more things to bring students together. It would help me to enjoy school more. I could get tot know 
students thet could help me when I need it.

1 Everyone seems too busy to help with any problem you might have.
1 Dixie State College is a pretty good school.  It feels just like high school, which is annoying.  Most of the teachers treat the 

students like high shoolers.  We are adults now, treat us like one.  Also, I feel that is is very unneccessary to take the Library 
1010 class.  It is a huge headache to take.  I feel that it shouldn't be required.  �
-Thanks

1 loved it
1 For the most part, my professors are great. But it drives me crazy that almost nobody uses blackboard vista so I can check my 

grades and progress. It would be a lot easier for me if the professors would use that more.
1 This was way to long and boring.
1 All of my answers were based on many of the classes that I have taken here at Dixie.  Most of my teachers have been really 

good and are pretty clear in their assignments and things.  If I have needed help, I know where I can get it and that is very 
helpful.  I love Dixie State College have enjoyed attending here.  There are always a few instances where I don't understand 
something or its confusing and can become very stressful, but for the most part all my classes have been pretty good.  I hope 
this survey can help in what is needed!

1 I feel like some of our teachers don't care about getting back to students. Last week, I was very sick and I tried to let my teacher 
know I would be gone since we aren't allowed to make up work without prior notice. I called three times and e-mail twice asking 
her to meet with me before the next class so we could talk about what I missed and I have heard no reply. Not only is it stressful 
for the student, it makes you feel like they don't care about helping you get back on track.

1 It seems like some of the instructors don't really care about what they are doing.  It is to the point it is just a job for them.  They 
need to be understanding about certain things.
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1 I love going to school at Dixie State.. i just wish i would apply myself better!
1 Great
1 Many of the academic programs at Dixie State are still in the developing stages. Several of my professors did not recieve a 

Doctorate. A few of my instructors have had no training in teaching. The biggest drawback to an education at Dixie State is the 
poor quality of teachers.

1 it wont do any good
1 Dixie has given me a wonderful opportunity to expand my knowledge. I think it would be a good idea to have a "Dixie's voice 

box".  This box would allow students of dixie state to voice new ideas and proposals about how to improve their overall 
experience at dixie state. There are a lot of intellegent talented people attending dixie state; lets put our talents and minds 
together to accomplish our dreams of success at Dixie State.

1 If the professor requires that you have a fully designed business be for you enter the class they should tell you. So you don't wind 
up havening three different assignments that you have to explain why you picked that one business for those three assignments 
and having three completely different ideas.

1 I love how the teachers are very personal with each student and go out of their way for our education.
1 I love DSC.
1 Everything is fantastic. :)
1 this survey was longer than i expected
1 it would be very helpful if the general education classes had something to do with things we actually need to know about. I 

understand a basic math class and history, but I hate sitting through the I love Mozart class aka music 1010. It has a term paper 
to it, and memorization tests on music not provided in the course just to get credit for a portion of your degree. I can't stand the 
amount of time I have to waste on such a rediculous corse requirement. I love music, music 1010 is pure torture.

1 None.
1 nothing i guess
1 I was ill the first semester at Dixie and my grades were incomplete--I started over this spring semester but am concerned that my 

grades are not a reflection of what I really am doing. I was hoping to have them removed and start with a clean slate for the 
spring semester. Now my averages are not great. I will still continue to work hard. I was hoping to do some on-line work this 
summer to bring me up to speed with my classmates

1 Dixie's a good value for your money.
1 The process of registration and the process of the two on-line classes I am taking are all frustrating experiences.
1 Dixie has some of the most supportive staff and professors I have ever encountered. Keep this quality of educators and support 

staff for your students and they will go far and recommend your school.
1 Dixie is hideously underfunded. I am impressed with its ability to function at all. This needs to be rectified ASAP!
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1 There is not enough diversity on campus and in the staff members also.
1 I have taken 4 classes so far and only one was a great experience. All others seem to be severely disorganized and require way 

too much from students outside of class. This is difficult for those of us who live 20 minutes away and work full time. Many 
friends and co-workers recommend going to SUU or mohave community college over Dixie. The sole reason I am hoping to stick 
it out with Dixie is because it is the closest to my house. If the others were closer I'd switch without batting an eyelash. Dixie has 
a lot of work to do to make their classes less of a joke. There's a lot of hoop jumping and games we students have to play to pull 
off good grades. I work my butt off to get good grades, as I should, but I can imagine other colleges/universities being much 
more student-friendly.

1 The main problems I have encountered while attending Dixie have been the overly zealous faculty.  I understand that they are 
merely trying to help, but sometimes it is a little too presumptuous (i.e. speaking with failing students with the thought that they 
are failing due to the lack of understanding the subject(s), subconsciously  expecting everyone to be of L.D.S. or Christian mind 
(though this is standard being that we abide within Utah), multiple faculty attempting to help the same student (all on the same 
issue but at different occasions) due to a lack of communication and organization, et al.) I have also had a few problems with 
registration, with-drawls, class changes and payment; all of which were handled by friendly staff and fixed in time.  All in all, I 
enjoy the teachers and classes, wish we had a wider variety of subjects (though I understand that is partly due to lack of funding 
at the moment), and am mainly being hindered by "supportive" people (who were kind enough to eventually listen to me and 
begin supporting me in a way that benefits us both).  There are flaws within this system, as there are in every other as well, but 
the faculty and staff are open when help or change is needed to assist a student.

4 Dixie provides a great educational and social experience.  Small Class Sizes with Professors, for the most part, who care that the 
students are learning.

4 I love DSC and am grateful for the quality education I have been able to receive here in the different areas I have studied in my 
time here. I would recommend it to anyone I meet.

4 This questionnaire is problematic because it is vague in application. The same is true with the instructor evaluations--they need a 
student view of the nature of the questions.  The approach appears to seek a positive only response in a reply and an easy to see 
skewing of the results makes for some strain in knowing how to respond appropriately.�
     There is, it appears, age discrimination in the hiring practices for student employment in the �
library. And favoritism towards certain "types" of people hired.�
     Generally there is an attempt to put on a facade of "scholarliness" to feed the ego's of a few faculty members (pretense that 
need not exist) at an institution that might actually rise to that level if the instructors (at least one) could take the time to explain 
what "they" mean and or want in the area of "original research." Thus, or hopefully then, the "scholars" that "are" present could be 
recognized and appreciated. Yes, I am "one" of the few that go unrecognized.�
     Reducing tuition is essential because the rise, though explainable, is like the false "scholars" not true to the situation.

4 Dixie is a great school! I'm proud to attend!
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4 I started at Dixie and transferred to a university.  My experiences there paled in comparison to that which I experienced at Dixie.  

I came back to Dixie after taking some time off.  My current major initially was not what I wanted.  Again, my experiences at 
Dixie have helped me discover this career path could be enjoyable.�
The small class size has been most beneficial.  I also appreciate the relationships I've had with my instructors.  Even though I no 
longer take any music courses, I still stop by and visit my music instructors on a regular basis.

4 I had an excellent educational experience at Dixie. The professors are very qualified in their field and also helpful to the students. 
I really feel like the professors care about their students and want to help them learn and succeed. Studying business was a great 
experience. Dr. Wells, who teaches finance, stretched my mind further than I thought imaginable. The finance classes really 
caught my attention and I learned a great deal from them. The atmosphere and attitude of the college has been memorable and I 
would recommend it to anyone.

4 The amount of collaborative projects are unrealistic, and do not contribute to the learning environment.
4 Dixie is a great institution, the small class sizes in the CIT department with great faculty are an excellent mix.
4 Please work harder to approve the MUSIC PROGRAM!I don't understand why Dixie College doesn't have a music program when 

in St. George there is a specialty school for the fine arts! Please see this as a priority!
4 I have enjoyed my experience at DSC very much; I have learned a lot in many different areas of study. Also, the faculty here 

(esp. music faculty) are awesome; they are very friendly (say hello in the halls), and they are very helpful whenever I need to ask 
them any questions. If I could, I would go to DSC for the rest of my collegiate education!

4 A group of pre-med students had an opportunity to participate in a job shadowing experience in Mexico; however, we were 
unable to go, because Dixie wouldn't endorse us leaving the country. If Dixie wants to grow and become a larger school, they will 
need to start offering more programs and opportunities for their students.

4 The administrative people of the college need to be available when their hours say they are supposed to be--and be more 
responsive and professional.  Sometimes it seems like I am always referred to "someone else" to handle my question/concern 
only to be sent to someone else, and finally back to the person or persons I originally went to.  They need to have information 
available to them and have the training to be able to answer my questions rather than sending me on a goose chase until I find 
someone who is willing to spend a few minutes to help me out.

4 Very Educational
4 I have attended other schools (Salt Lake Community College and the University of Utah)but one unique strength of Dixie State 

College is the sense of collaboration among students and their professors and advisors. I have loved the personalized learning 
experience this school offers. Though DSC is still considered by most as a "party school" it offers substantial academic 
coursework and is taught by qualified individuals.

4 The quality will only become better if more options are provided.  A wider range of classes and programs will benefit everybody 
mutually.  Especially programs that are not currently provided; psychology, history, political science, etc.  All of these degrees 
should be offered, allowing students more flexibility.
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4 I do not like my major. I wish I would have chosen something else.
4 The CIT/VT program is too easy and too broad. There needs to be more CSS, Javascript, PHP, XML, DOM, AJAX classes 

taught. There's 1 instructor for technical classes. There's 2 instructors for design classes. The degree should be split between a 
technical one and a visual/design one. Do that and hire more instructors that can teach some of the topics I listed.

4 This survey was too long
4 I actually attended Dixie State College concurrently while in high school. I then attended a university after high school graduation, 

only to return back to Dixie College. My education and experience here has been great. Thanks for an outstanding education.

4 My answers are probably far different than most. (I don't intend to make the school look bad, but they're honest answers.) I learn 
very well on my own so I feel that much of my education is focused on my own efforts. I have learned more through independent 
research and study than I have at college. I'm attending college to obtain my degree, but I'm on my own to get a true education. I 
have had wonderful teachers that have taught me well but what I learn and study is more applicable to real-world business. Some 
of my teachers at Dixie State College were amazing.  I looked up to them a lot.

4 The Advisors and Professors within my department (Communications) are wonderful to work with. They are friendly, 
understanding, open-minded, mentally stimulating, and encourage me to think outside of the typical and challenge my beliefs. All 
the positive experiences at my college have been a direct result of them. �
�
However, many teachers and administrators outside of my department strongly discourage lifestyle diversity (co-cultures, 
religions, politics, sexual orientation, etc.). I have dealt with many frustrating experiences while attending my college where I was 
embarrassed to be associated with the school because of what I felt was bigoted behavior. �
�
I have definitely grown as a person and become an effective contributing member of society during my time as a student, but I 
feel that is more despite my learning institution, rather than because of it.

4 Dixie State College has small class sizes which allow for increased interaction between students and professors.  Compared to 
the large university I attended previously, I feel much more comfortable talking to and working with my teachers.  I also feel that 
there is greater opportunity to create friendships with my classmates.  The expectations are high, but the intimidation factor is low 
at Dixie State College.  It's a safe, friendly, beautiful campus.

4 The key issue with DSC is poor organization surrounding advisement and counseling.  There is a huge disconnect in 
communication between program chairs and counseling which creates course scheduling issues and faulty advertisment of 
courses and degree progams.  On numerous occasions course have been advertised at specific times but then are changed 
shortly before their start dates. This may work for some but I think people need notice for planning.
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4 At this institution we need instructors to care more.�

Like Jhonathan Morrell at the TRIO students services.�
There is an EXAMPLE for most TEACHERS.

4 There should be more support for non-traditional students that go to school full-time and work full-time in order to support their 
family.  Programs or advice on how to cope with the stress of education, work and family life.

4 The courses for this college are not designed for student who work full time
4 The personalized experience you recieve at DSC is the best things about the college. You know your professors and the students 

in your class by name and they know yours. The only down side to DSC is that DSC is badly under staffed.
4 I have had nothing but problems with Dixie State College. My educational experience has been good, but I feel that it could have 

been better by attending a different institution. I am really disappointed in the way the administration and some of the faculty 
treats students. I have had personal experience on more than one occasion. With my experience as a student who has attended 
Dixie State College for 3 years now, I am firmly under the impression that students have slim to no rights. I have had two 
scholarships that were awarded to me, taken away without reason and was personally harassed by a faculty member. If I had to 
do it all over again, I definitely would have went somewhere else.

4 My experience at Dixie State College has been challenging and rewarding.  I have been impressed with the faculty in the dental 
hygiene department, as well as the caliber of student accepted into the rigorous program.  It is an honor to be a student at Dixie 
State College.

4 I have had an excellent college experience. I have learned a great deal about life and how to live in the world. I am honored to 
have the experience to attend college and prepare for the future. I recommend to anyone to attend college and do all that is 
possible to succeed in life.
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